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sow Caroling 


Having received a great land grant in the South of England’s new 
world from Charles 11, of England, and in order--"to avoid a too numer- 
cur cemocracy"” the Lords Proprietors of South Carolina had a charter 
drawn up for their first settlement by the later famous philosopher, 
Jonn Locke, 

The Charter provided for three orders of nobility, Barons, Lanc~ 
graves and Caciques. Even today an avoidance of a too numerous de- 
booracy is to be found among Charlestonians. Among some groups, only 
those whose ancestors were here before 1720 (when the settlement ceas- 
ei to be controlled by the Lords Proprietors and became a royel settie- 
ment) can be considered proper Charlestonians. 


_Those who came between 1720 and the Revolutionary War are new 
Charlestonians and those before 1865, green Charlestonians, and ait 
those thereafter, merely visitors. 


Charleston was first settled by the English under William Sayles 
a Puriten, in 1670 at Albermarle Foint. Unfavorable climatic factors 
ee him to move across the Ashley river to Charlestons present site 
in 16080. 


Three counties were formed in 1682-1683. Colleton, Berkley and 
aven counties each had about 425,000 acres. We have illustrated on 
ge 3 the location of these counties. South Carolina is known as 
he Paimetto State, 


Other groups of pioneers soon joined the English colony--Scotch, 
Irish, French Huguenots, Palatinate Germans and French Acadians, It 
became a true melting pot. 


By 1704 the political power in Carolina was in the hands of the 
Anglicans, or Church of England. In 1706, The Church of England was 
establisned as the official church. 


St. Philip®s Church was the mother church of theSouth Carolina 
Church cf England, It was first erected in 1682 at 144 Church Street, 
Refer to Map of Charleston on page 4, . The Congregation dates from 
1670, It is said the first pastor, in his cups, once christened a 
bear, Chimes of the tall octagonal steeple were made into cannon 
the Confederates and were never replaced. Church street divides the 
cenetery, Gateway walk leads through cemetery and past gardens anc 
other historical spots in the area. St. Philips was rebuilt in 17.2 
bus burned in 1835. The third edifice was erected in 1838 with Doric 
porticos. 


St. Michael’s Church at 78 Meeting street is also an Episcopal 
Church and was erected in 1752, It is designed in the manner of St. 
Martin’s-in-the-Fields, London, has a Doric portico with an octagonal 
clock tower rising 182 feet from street level. Its chimes, placed in 
1746, have crossed the Atlantic five times. They have now been wired 
for electricity since 1946, St. Michaels has a cemetery. 


The Circular Congregational Church, erected in 1891, is Romanes 
style and is the third church on this site. It has an interior yard. 


At 87 Meeting Street is the court house on the site of the old 
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State House, The present building was erected in 1800. The State 
c mouse burned in 17cs. 


City Hall at Meeting and Broad Streets was erected in 1801 as the 
original United States Bank, The building contains many famous por- 
traits of equally famous Americans while the City Hall park contains 
monuments to William Pitt, General Beauregard and other Carolians. 


‘ St. John’s Catholic Cathedral, 1888, is neo-Gothic and is at 
Broad and Legare streets. Refer to map on page 4. 


At St. James-Goose Creek stands the original church erected _ 
between 1711-1719 of pink stucco with the Royal Arms of England still 
above the chancel, This royal coat of arms probably saved the church 
from being burned during the Revolutionary War when the British put 

a torch to all Rebel property in this area. 


The early settlement had many trials but despite attack by com- 
bined Spanish and French forces in 1706, along with the usual Indian 
troubles the Lords Proprietors settlement continued to prosper on an 
economy based successively on the Indian trade, naval stores, indigo, 
rice and finally cotton. 


Charleston had the first public library in America in 1698, a 
free school in 1710, a theatre’ in 1735 and by 1775 was one of the most 
importantseaports in the thirteen colonies as its narrow penisula 
offered an excellent land-locked harbor. 


Charleston withstood British attacks in 1776 and 1779 but in 
1780 was captured by Sir Henry Clinton from the landside and held for 
ek years, After the Revolutionary War prosperity again returned and 
the first cotton to be shipped from an American port went to England 
from Charleston in 1784, 


The oldest and most fashionable section in Charleston was along 
Broad street leading to the Battery. See map on page 4, Here twisv- 
ing streets and narrow alleys retain their eighteenth century charm. 
Buildings are mostly English Georgian of brick or stuccoed brick but 
showing French West Indian or Dutch influence. 
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Many of the entries concerning the. Withers family have been ex- 
tracted from early parish records. [In some cases, due to fire or 
other loss, no register of some of the parish churchs exist and many 
court records, such as wills, have also been lost and today no way 
exists to fill in much needed data. > 


The compilers have been unable, at present, to go to Charleston 
and visit the many graveyards to unravel many missing links in the 
Withers line prior to 1800. A careful survey, however, has been made 
at Oakland cemetery at Monticello, Lacey cemetery, Prairie Chapel near 
Fountain Hill, Flat Creek cemetery at Fountain Hill and the Hamburg 

cemetery. In the record that appears below birth and death dates | 
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taken from cemetery headstones are preceeded by this symbol (+). 


Withers is an English name, perhaps derived from the common name, 
of Warwickshire, of either’Whitefield or whitacres’ and corruoted into 
Withers, The name is also used in the early English connotation as 
tone who tended sheep or wethers (A castrated ram), So in England a 
family was said to "dwell at the sign of the ram”. 


: There is evidence that the Withers family, in England, were of 
Norman descent. This family had emigrated to England with Wilitam the 
Conqueror, 1027-1087, and who ruled as King of England 1066-1087. Une 
cr the Withers family is reputed to have been a counselor to Henry 1, 
of Eneland, 1068-1135 and who ruled as King 1100-1135. The French 
name of this family is not known. 


This family, in 1325, was high in favor with Edward 11, 1284-13327 
and who ruled as King of England 1307-1327 but fell at the hands of 
co of Isabella and Mortimer, Edwards wife and her adulterous «o- 

ort. 


The Withers family thus fell with the house of Lancaster and did 
not rise again until the Stuart dynasty in the person of Charles 1, 
1600-1649, and who ruled as King 1625-1649. 


eR The Withers coat-of-arms was granted to Sir Richard Withers, of 
Fast Sheen, in 1487, by Henry V11, 1457-1509, and who ruled as king, 
1485-1509. 


These arms are registered in the College of Arms, as, Argent a 
chevren gules between three crescents sable. Crest, a rhinoceros. 
These arms are illustrated on page 4A. The colors of the arms are as 
follows: A red chevron on a silver background between 3 black half- 
moons with the tips pointing toward the crest. The rhinoceros is gold. 


Three Withers brothers were granted land in Fairfax county, 
Virginia by Charles 1, Records of the colony report the following 
arrivals in the new world by ship from the port of Liverpool: 

1, Joe Withers, 1635, on ship of Captain Adam Throvghgood, 

2, Stephen Withers, 1635, by Captain Adam Throughgood. 

3, John Withers, 1638, by Captain Thomas Tocd, to Lower New Nor- 

folk county, Virginia. 

= Francis Withers, 1638, by Captain Joseph Harmon to James 

City county,’ Virginia. 

5, John Withers, 1642, by Captain Christopher Boyce. 

The above gleanings from various sources give us no indication the 
Virginia and Carolina Withers family were one and the same, Nor tnat 
there were related to Sir James Withers who received the coat-of-arms. 
Research in England perhaps would enlighten us on these points, We 
have included this information only because it is interesting and not 
impossible that the members of the Withers family, known royal fav- 
-orites for many centuries, were able ho get their hands on new land 
-4n the new colonies of Virginia and Carolina. 


Tre earliest mention of the name WITHERS in connection with the 
Carolinas is first found in lMiscelianeous Records of the Cnarieston 
“Probate Court, Book 5/4, Page 111. “*As of Décember 10, 1697, Richard 
‘Haynes and William Withers and Company, of London, had one Robert 





Juary appointed their attorney in South Carolina to collect from one 
comuel Hartley all sums and “whatever he hath in his hands due to the 
company®. 


On page 125, idem., we find the reasons for this appointment of 
en attorney. “Governor Joseph Blackey, on May 28, 1698, issued an 
order saying that the sloop “Joseph” built in South Carolina in 1694, 
ond now owned by Samuel Hartley and three others, all of South Cevo-~ 
iina, are at present owners thereof and "no foreigners directly or iu~ 
Girectly hath any part or share therein”. It thus appears that tris 
ce was in part owned by the Withers family in the person of Wiiriam 
withers, 


Like so many early families, duplication of first names, preva.l- 
ed in the Withers family. At the present time, however, we are unaole 
to trace the American line beyond the family of James Withers. Just 
what his relationship is to the above William Withers we donot at tis 
time know. He was perhaps his father or he could have been an uncle. 


But we know that William Withers and John Withers were residents 
of Charlestown prior to 1700. The witli of Joseph Honk, by trade a 
vintner. had appointed as his executors, John Boyden and John Withers. 
The death of Joseph Monk occured November 29, 1724. His will was 
probated on December 24, 1724 and recorded on page 84 of “Willis, 1724- 
1725. Thus the above three paragraphs are the extent of our knowledge 
concerning John and William Withers. 





Vanes athens. 


The first Carolina Withers on which we have detailed material is 
James Withers, His parentage is not known but it must have been Join 
or William Withers mentioned above for he was born about 1702 in the 
city of Charlestown, 


James Withers, Planter, Brickmaker of "lit, Pleasant Plantation”. 
Born about 1702. 
Died and Buried Ffeb.17, 1756 at age 54. St. Philips Parish Reg. 
Married Mary Cartwright on December 22, 1727 at St. Philips 
Church by Rev. Mr. Gardén, Rector. 
Born about 1705. 
Died about 1769 at age 64, 

In Miscellancous Records, Probate Court, we find many entries 
concerning James Withers and they are often signed, “James Withers, 
bricklayer or brickmaker”, In book 64, page 259, he buys five negroes, 
On Nay 10, 17ge.. Inbook 70, page 510, James Withers sells six 


negroes to John Withers on December iS, 1750 for twelve hundred pounds. 


The bill of sale is signed by each as "Bricklayer”. 


His standing in the community was well known for we find from the 
records of probate court that he witnessed the will of John White who 
died July 3, 1725. ‘The White will was prebated on December 1, 1725 
and recorded December 8, 1725. 


James Withers was named executor of David Skinner, bricklayer, 
whose wife was Hannah, David Skinner died July 3, 1738 with his will 
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es ae in 1739 and recorded June 20, 1739 on page 286, Wills, 
1736-1740, 


We learn a bit of personal history from the will of Ed Hext when 
James Withers witnessed his will on October 6, 1739. In a codicil to ~ 
this will, dated April 28, 1740, Ed Hext gives “To Mary Withers, wife 
of James Withers, fifty pounds”, Another part of this will reads: To 
my brother, Thomas Hext, my brick house where Mr. Withers now Lives 


fas 


fronting Union Street in Charlestown, 


In Will Book 343, 1736-1740, the will of Hannah White of Charies- 
towm reads as follows: Sons, Daniel Cartwright, Richard Cartwright 
end Hugh Cartwright. Daughters: Wary Cartwright who married James 
Withers, Margaret Hurst and Elizabeth Hales. Grandchildren: 4ichard, 
Elias and Mary Clifford; Hannah Skinner, This will also mentions 4 
sum of money in trust to buy a siavewoman for benefit of daughter 
Elizabeth Hales children without interuption from her husband. Grant- 
son Richard and Elias Clifford to be apprenticed by son Hugh Cartwei sant 
and my son-in-law, James Withers, Both of the latter to be executors, 
This will was dated August 5, 1738, probated on August 13, 1739 and 
recorded on October 13, 1739. 


In 1746, James Withers is a Steward and prominent member of “ine 
Sovth Carolina Society” as recorded in fiscellaneous Records Book 693. 
In Book 838, on his death, he is noted as having been a member of the 
Fortifications Committee, and his successor was appointed in August of 


1756. 


In the Probate Court records in Charlestown, Volume 7, page 537, 
is found the will of James Withers, bricklayer, proved Juiy 9, 17504 
There is the usual formal opening statement as to payment of debts,his 
burial, etc., and then he says he gives, “to my beloved wife, Mary 
Withers, all household furniture, two horses and two chairs (for her 
genteel transportation purposes), nine slaves, along with certain | 
other slaves to work the plantation, 


His wife is to live in the plantation called Mt. Pleasant if she 
So desires, Sons John land (400 acres) in St. James Parish, Goose 
Creek, land in Winyah to west of Sampit river; Richard, plantation of 
500 acres in Christ Church parish formerly belonging to Mr, Hendrake, 
1.S., Hendrake Island, and seven slaves; William, land in Goose Creek 
known as “Spring Garden” of 500 acres, land lying between Ilr. 
Jemes Coachman’s and said tract, plantation called "Mt, Pleasant (600 
acres) at ceath of his mother along with several named slaves; Francis 
a plantation adjoining John Wither’s at Winyah, 

Daughter Ann Linthwaite, a slave; Elizabeth, a slave; Grand- 
daughter Elinor Linthwaite under 18 years, Mentions money left to 
said daughters by Hugh Cartwright, deceased. Daughter Sarah to have 
one slave in lieu of 1120 pounds left her by Hugh Cartwright. The 
residue of his estate to be divided between his wife and six children, 
John, Richard, William, Elizabeth, Francis and Sarah, He appointed 
his sons John and William of St. James-Gcoose Creek parish executors. 
This will was witnessed by Isaac Lesesne, Robert Eume, Thomas Smith 
and Lambert Lence, He died Februery 17, 1756, the will was proved 
July 9, 1756 and recorded on page j 
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From the St. Philips parish register, 1720-1758 and 1754-1810 we 
are furnished the birth and christening dates of the children of Jene 
end Mary Cartwright. 


Cohn “Ythers 


John Withers, Planter and Brickmaker of St. James, Goose Crce”, 
Later of Winyah and Georgetown, 

Born about 1728 at St, James, Goose Creek near Charlestown. 

Died about 1782 at age 54 at Georgetown, 


As reported above, John was given lend in St. James-Goose Creel 
and at Winyah near the present city of Georgetown, John was named as 
one of the Executors of his father’s will in 1756. His birth date is 
unknown as it has not been found, but, judging by the other regis~ 
trations given below for the rest of his brothers and sisters he must 
have been born about 1728 as the first born. 


No information whatsoever has been found concerning his marriage 
nor names of any children which can be identified as being his. The 
first census was taken in 1790 but Jonn Withers had been dead eight 
years and is of no value here, 


Several items from the Miscellaneous Records have been found--- 
sales of slaves, etc., as noted above, for instance, he purchased six 
Slaves from his father, 


In Book 91B, his brothers, Richard, William and Frencis were 
appointed trustees for the estate of their sister Sarah Shackleford 
in 2770, Other records show that he, his father, James and brother, 
William, were interested in brick-making, bricklaying, farming in o* 
near the city of Charlestown, 


John Withers acting Executor was John Steward, serving in 17°°. 


Prince George Parish, St. James~Goose Creek, Santee were ail 
adjoining parishes (see map on page 3), so the sons of James and tary 


Withers were not separated to any extent by the bequests or the fatucr. 


f t 


Ee plats 
Denes ithe 


es Withers, of Mt, Pleasant Plantation, 
Mass 90, 2730, baptised. Merch 265.3720, 
sd February 4, 1745 at age 15. 





19- Spiiapen 
Richard ubhrea 


ant 


ant ship,.or Santee parish, 
Janu 


Richard Withers, Captain, Hersh a) 
is ry 3, 1733. 


Born August 25, 1732, baptised 
Died in i790, at asec 53. 


Married 1, Elizabeth Paris on April 10, 1755. Widow. 
Will of John Alexander Paris of St. James, Santee, 
Craven County, Wife Elizabeth, Son, John Alexander. 
Residue of estate divided between wife and gon. His 
Executor to sell land in Winvah (now Craven county) 


Ss 


¢ 
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on Pee Dee river and land three miles of marlestowm 
th grant in hands of Jacob Motte. Died May 22,1752. 


2 toy Arthur on April 20, 1786 in Christ Church parish. 
S) rances Wells on April 16, 1769. 


The will of Frances Wells Withers,dated bias 26, 
1508, was proved before John S. Pamer s ESdel: Cs oe o 
for St. James Parish, Santee, on November 2, Ae c 
Recorded in Will book 1826- 1834, page 516. “This a 
&ives to her grandson John Wells at age 21, 3 Negro-s, 
i.e€., a boy named Robin, a boy named Tom and ewer sans 
named Jenny and her increase to him and his heirs, 

The negroes were left in the trust of her son 
William Henry Wells, The rest and residue of her 
proverty was given to son William Wells. Her broths, 
John Dubois, to have an equal share of the estate ir 
he be living, 


The 1800 Census lists Frances Withers, St. James 
Santee, age between 23-45. She owned 23 slaves, Aigo 
listed in 1810 census, St. James-Goose Creek parisn 
within the city of Charlestown, owned 19 slaves, 








No information has been found concerning the names of children 
which can be identified as those of Richard Withers and by either of 
the three wives, Perhaps, sailor Like, Richard married cnly widows 
and had neo children, 


itary ee 
UeiLian thors 


William Withers, Planter, Brickmaker of Mt, Pleasant Plantation, 
Born September 15, 1734, baptised August 16, 1735 at Charlestown, 
Died im 1769 at are 35, 
Married Rebecca Hartley on November 27, 1755 at St. Thomas end 
ot. Denis Parish Church, 
Born in 1739 at Charlestown, 
Died March 15, 1795 at age 56 at Goose Creek, 


Wliliam Withers inherited from his father, James With ce a trot 
of lans atv Goose Creek, “Spring Garden” of 500 acres, with flaves. je 
was to have another plantation, "Mt, Pleasant”, of 600 acres, efter <:. 


the death of his mother, Tt is apparent, however, from the parisn 
records that he occupied the plantation at his father’s death for ail 
of his five children were born there and kis mother outlived him by 
about 26 years, 


In Miscellaneous Records, Bock 85, page 655, William Withers, 
brickmaker, “for ten hundred pceunds” sells five slaves on October 19, 


1759. 


a. Withers, his mother, was appointed to administer his estate 
on ae 16, 1769, His wife Rebecoa, died March 15, 1795 at her home 
on Goose creek in her 56th year. The 1790 census lists a Rebecoa 
itners. of Charlestown District, St. James-Goose Creek with I2 slaves, 





As 


shalt for the moment only list him here with his brothers and sisters 


The children of William and Rebecca Hartley Withers were: 
Cohua Withers 


John Withers 

Born in 1756 at Mt. Pleasant Plantation. 
Died 

Married Frances Gray on November 20, 1777. 


As this is the line which we will extend in greater detsil we 


to take up thethreads later in this history in great detail. 


Kaicherd Withers 


p, Richard Withers 


Born in 1758 at Mt. Pleasant Plantation. 
Died in 1786 at age 28, 
No record of marriage. 


ebeced Withers 


c,Rebecca Withers 


Born in 1760 at iit. Pleasant Plantation. 


eg SS eG 
Died 


Naney UWithers 


d.Nancy Withers 


Born in 1762 at Mt. Pleasant Plantetion, 
Died 
Married a Dr. Wilson on May 5, 1788. 


{ Tern} Ana Withers 


e.Mary Ann Withers 


On the other four children of William and Rebecca Hartley Withers and 


Born in 1764 at Mt, Pleasant Fiantation. 
See 


Other than for John Withers we have absolutely no information 


_their granchildren. 


fipe 
finne Wither 


Anne Withers 
Born March §,. 1735,. baptised dune 29, 1737 by Rev. tr Orr, 
Died 


Married Thomas Linthwaite on March 3, 1754 by the Rev. Mr. Andrew 
Assistant to the Rev. Mr. Clark,bot. 





Born Mey. 7, 1731 
Died February 11, 1763 at age 32. 
Their children: 


a, Eleanor Linthwaite 
Born ifarch 3, 1755, baptised July 16, 1755. 


b. lary Linthwaite 
Born January 9, 1757, baptised January 10, 1758. 
Died Juiy 4, 1758 at age 19 months. 


c, John Ward Linthwaite 
Born February 24, 1759 


From the will of her father, Anne Withers Linthwaite received a 
Slave, 

There is a brief parish record which states simply that Mrs. < 
Linthwaites child buried October 28, 1763. We are unable to identify 
the child from this brief statement. 


e Lizab oth (hits one 


Elizabeth Withers 
Born January 25, 1739, baptised January 16, 1740. 
Died 


From the will of her father, Elizabeth Withers received a slave. 
No information has been found concerning her marriage nor names of 
any children which can be identified as being hers. 


Francia Withers 


Francis Withers 
Born August 1, 1742, baptised May 15, 1745. 
Died in 1771 at the age 29. 


From the will of his father, he was left a plantation at ‘inyeh 
of 600 acres with slaves, No information has been found concerning 
his marriage, 


From the South Carolina Gazette: On Thursday, last, was married, 
in Prince George Parish, Thomas Dunbar, Esquire, of this city, Captsin 
in the Second South Carolina Regiment, to Miss Mary Withers, second 
daughter of the deceased Francis Withers, Esquire, of Georgetown. 
Dated Monday, September 6, 1784, 


We are unable to identify the elder daughter nor to establish 
other children. 


it 





Sarah Vithers 


Sarah Withers 

Born October 19, 1744, baptised May 15, 1745. 
Died 

Married a Mr. Shackleford 


Their children: 
a, William Cartwright Shackleford 
b. Richard Shackleford 


From the will of her father, Sarah Withers was left one slave 
in lieu of 1120 pounds left her by Hugh Cartwright. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


South Carolina Women who received Revolutionary Indents. Book 1. 
Page 200, lirs. tary Withers. 


This list has been compiled from the records in the nine volumes 
of stub entries to Indents and the three volumes of Accounts audited 
of Revolutionary claims against South Carolina. Some of these women 
loaned money to the State, some furnished supplies or rendered other 
services, 


We have been unable to determine which Mary Withers this coul’ 
he, NO date is: given for this indent. Mary Cartwright diea in 1769 
which was some years before the Revolutionary War. Mary Arthur 
Withers did not marry Captain Richard Withers until 1786 some ten 
years after the war and thus could not have qualified under this name 
unless payment was made after her marriage to Richard Withers and the 
indent thus made to her under her new name, 


Mary Ann Withers was born in 1764 but during the Revolutionary 
War was only about 15 years of age. She also could not qualify as 
lirs, Mary Withers as her married name would have been different. 





In addition, there are many first cousins whose lines we have 
not been able to trace and this pernaps could be for one of those, 


lanece Withers 


We have no information as to the relationship of William and 
Laurence Withers. There could be brothers or they possibly are TLrse 
cousins, We find a record of Laurence Withers marriage to Eliza- 
beth Beauchamp on September 10, 1732 in St. Philips Parish church. A 
son Nathaniel was born in St. Philips parish on October 30, 1734, 


Laurence Withers witnessed the will of John Ramsay. The date of 
death. of John Ramsay was July 13, 1734. This made Laurence at Least 
21 years of age and would put his birth date about 1713. 
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oy 


We aS cee 





sabella Withers: poke ectoyn District, Prince George Parish. Four 
femaies, 58 slaves, at: ‘ 


aoe Withers: One male white, 32 slaves. 


Robert Withers: One white male, 2 white females, ue slaves. 
From the 1800 census? 


ory Withers; Georgetown District. One white female, no age given. 


Franucis Withers: Winyah County. One white male between 15-25. 


One white male between 25-45. 
One whi te female between 25-45, 









John Withers, Captain in Indian Company of Foot Rangers, Planter. 
Born in 1756 at Mt, Pleasant Plantation. 
Death date eons known, 
Married Frences Gray on November 8, 1777. 
Birth date not known but ba aptised an 1755, St.Thomas 
and St. Denis Parish Church, 
Death date not known, 





There is no data concerning the date of birth of John Withers, 
idest son of Willian withers. 


It is a matter of record, however, ‘that John Withers fought ae 
the battle of Fdémrt Moultrie on June 28, 1776 some six Gays prior t 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, 


Lieutenant John Withers was an He 2 eee ) Tndian Deepa af 
eece Reng under Captain John Alist ich the Le 
se Sa an? Ss eps ae 















Estabi i 
reports A 
of Foot FE 
was not . hey ai é Council i ty 
From Gipbe? S p Docuscntary History, page 77. NSDAR abut eed 1949, Ervin, 


tion ry Soldiers, (Continentals) recorded 
srants in the Office of Sree rey of 









said ae par 
our Soe one — 








own. 


. these. presents do stant unto aes WITHERS his heirs ane 
3 Be 1 ath ai —) ne Hui DRED 
‘ te 










running south oe pes Se powes ey Tes Ss 
on ee us s ne North east ae south ee 
a : 


: Pier. ee _ ie 

) HUNDRED acres of tod. ui 8 : 

hereby granted unto the ‘said JOHN WITHERS, his — 
forever, in free and common foccage. 

Given under the Great Seal of the State. Witness his et- 
cellency CHARLES PiCKNEY, Esquire, Governor and Commander-in-. 
Chief in and over the said State, at Charlestown, this Second ‘ay 
of March Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred, and eighty nine 

and in the thirteenth year of the Independence of the United 
“States oF serous 3/ ie ares ee ie 


the ee 
irs and assigns, 































ne are perhaps apocryphally written 
by che. ee nee Wee s Do > was born in 1817 on June 28 and 
written down from her recollec ons by Julia Floy Lambert when she was 
84, It is of interest even if it is folklore for it refiects the many 
unkind acts perpertrated by theEnglish and Tory americans ween the 
Revolutionists, 








filliam Bowen 
stown, In 
(Benjamin, 















“Our ancestors John Withers, known as "Jack" an 
came from England with their fathers and settled at 
es Chores wa was surr eh cetae Os er Gas and Lineoln 












Li y were joined by 
- many Tories es oa cruelty 1 was prac Need. oases Wi ever patriots 
Lae could be oe: 4 ts Ue to the woods and 
Sunder hese 
ae were the 











Carian eager. = o. eee 

st famous of these leaders, 
Under the command of General It 

eo oe While these two men 








th bOo. aa but to oo egeeee 
is nus tk times, but . remained firm choosir 

death rather han S 5 osacasions a6 che hands of the Yories, ;lney 
thus hanged him a fourth and last ti. 1 = in is Eee 
vived and had the consciousness that his immense wealth ; Stitl his 













“While this ig oble deed was in pr 
Withers were on | r return home, | 
commander for short leave. While on thei 







return they 5 two ‘Tories 


= i4 


4 











 Bargee Spin on Novembe 


and shouting # as af to Oars of ‘their command set out after the two. 


: ola noits naz ae ure 
murder of Mr. meee 
We ee this narration + te as out a number of mis- 


_ conceptions on the part of Ju First, a careful 


search of the oe recor 16, John Bowen tc 
cord oF Private 













Ee oe Colonel witien Thomps 
wyn’s company and was in garri sion in Mar 
the Slege mention above. 


There is no way to prove that this Feeiae John Bowen ae Ly 
correct ancestor, In case he should be, | 
great grandfather instead of her grandfather | dfa 
born in 1768 and at the tine of the Revolutionary: tee ae have ee 
only eight. years OF. age. ~ 


Julia Withers Downey 
her narration that the ses ‘er 
to America, The facts, as previously previously presen 
pages indicate that all of the Withers, with the exception of os 
and John Withers are all native born. 


We have also been unable to locate a Willian Bowen, he first 
entry of any Bowen family concerns the marri f John Bowen to Mary 
2B 1764 per license by Rev. Rober’ smi ie 
Rector of St. Philips Pari Charlestown, South Carolina, This was _ 
Julia Downey's ereatgrandfather and pe 


Another marriage record is that of Wi lian Bowen's 2 rriage to 
Margaret Skinner on August Be There 

is another entry dated ys 30, ting the 
ee = eS nae Se 


ch ‘T780. “Charleston during 
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e  beve the boats 1 l me ) a tl 
women rene the Arny supplied in anmun mi tion 
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ba: a “military 9 a Fron the sceila S, 
‘ind the following: (Transcript of photocopy of hand- 





To John withers, Dr. St. Geo, 






ost. The 
to be eee 
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tin the Month of 

a oo the Fifth 
a eae by him authori 
that impressment of his direct- 

TAVE: ch I have since lost 

ss from lir. John 

oo said 
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for 20 hogs ime 


ebook by 


stn 








LP io ros pen 


ras 
ae 
rae ba 
c 







apniied bo ana 
/3/ Nee S 






1h. ea Cee 1385, 
off teeta as £00, 
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ing, 


Se 











_ Mathias Woolf, who cannot write. lr. Withers ae for stall 
fed beef, the certificate does not say it was st. a. The 
‘differenc is % 17,10.0 on the within quanity. 7256 dese L/ 17. 10. 
or % 38,10. /s/ J. C. MeCathy, Auditor General. Passed for — 
vA 38. MO. reterved and patiataed E. OD. Ce 


6, Mr, Withers gives his receipt for the beer as follows and is 

“personally Signed, thus we have an autograph of this ancest 
“Received 14th July, 1785, full satisfaction for the within ain 40 
indent page 567 Book U,. Signed: — John Withers. Gee 









ie Lest: of South carclinians who came to the sehie of sei cn: 
John Withers, We are unable to discover just what type of relief 
this covered, It could have been money or materials. a 


Oo, ie. Sonn Withers, No. 125) Far 108 days Negro hire at the 
public works at Georgetown for statement within at Y 10 per day. 
Currency % 54, Sterling ¥7.14.3% (Seven pounds, fourteen shillings 
and three pence ferthing). Signed Our He. 


9. The State of South Carolina to Mr. John Wwiters, Dr., for 
Negro hire at the Public Works at Georgetown viz: In April eee 
2 Negroes 46 days; May, 1782, 1 Negro 31 days; June, 1782, 1 
Negro, 16 days and July, 1782, 1 hae 15 days. Total 108 days 
at %¥ 10 or ¥54 or Sterling %7.14. 34 


10. South Carolina, Pursuant to an “ plinenes of the General 
Assembly passed 23 Aug 1777 We the Commissioners of the Public 
Treasurey, Do certify that we have received into the Treasury ance 
MR, JOHN WITHERS, of Georgetown in the State aforesaid Ten 
Thousand Pounds Sterling eee RA as a loan to the State, 





Assigns, will chez fore oe entit tied “to. Donetae, cee nett ‘be paid 
at Chis. Ofiibos, the sum of Seven Hundred Pounds, on the sixteenth — 
day of October, 1778 for one years interest on the said principa aul 
sum of Ten Thousand Pounds and the like sum of seven hundred 
pounds on every sixteenth day Cis October, for each and every 
following year, during the said loan. 

For the true perf ormance of the several paynents, in manner 
mentioned, the pubiic Treasury is made liable, and the Faith of 
the State preeece. by the aforesaid Acts of Assembly. 

Given at the Treasury-Office under 


¥% 10,000 Prineipel our hands, Charlestown, the 16th 
y 700 annual Interest = October, 1777. 
No. 37 es per ian oe Ir. 





Bools # EE. 
Pens Blake, Commissioners 
OL the Treasury 
Principal % 10,000 equal to — ; 
oo: 396. 6,04 
Interest to 10. Jan. ae ¥2.741,18.6. 





This latter amount seems to be the batanee unpiad U-i0-1785. 
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“Since tee eS of Ve John - withers appears AL the Eligibil: oy 
a th Carolina, page 31, as being among ine 
Looe sommi oned prior to July i 2, 

his enemas are Peliatets to become members of the Colonial Danes, 

The same is true of the Daughters of the American Revolution or 
in the male line the Sons of the American Revolution. 


As stated earlier, we do not know the exact date. of John Withers 

eee Sue oe mus as eet eee the age ‘limits of his wife, Franws 

9 ALi 8 (7 ae the midst of the war. 
marria ef. Pace as 





























eocehuce cs “pure eae “Royal, Gai 
thusly: Married: lr. 


From Piers oe6 ‘flotices in the South Carolina and Americar 
Gazette published May 30, 1766 to February 28, 1781 and its successor 
The Royal Gazette, 1781-1782 (during the English occupation), Compiled 
and Edited by A, 8S. Salley, Jr., Printed in 1914, page 28. 


. According to the Register of St. Thomas and St. Denis Church, 
Frances Gray was the da er of Henry Gray al a inthwaite, It 
has heretofore been thought that John Withers and Fr: S Gray were 
first cousins but a further study of new genealogical material would 
indicate that they were HOt... 


It was formerly thought that Anne withers Linthwaite was married, 
after the death of her husband Thomas Linthwaite, to Henry Gray and 
ees & daughter by him, Frances Gray New birth records and death date 
records establish this as being incorrect. We find that Thomas Linth- 

waite died in 1763, while Frances Gray was born in 1755, Thomas 
Linthwaite had a sister Anna Marie but she married William Hopton, ~ 


The chiidren of John and Frances Gray Withers are as follows: 


















1, Frances Withers~ 
Born about. 1778: at Charlestown, South ghred ee. 
Died 


Married Thomas Baker, an In rance Broker on July a3, ESO0 ab 











ay, guly 4 4 1 oo. Thomas 
. Baker and Frances Withe: slaest daughter of Mr, John Wither, 
of St. Philip’ s Parish, last ay. Mr. Salley oa that she 
was the daughter of Lt. Jonn Withers. - 
: We have not been abie to obtain data on children of this 
couple, The only other entry we find to Gate concerns the siguin 
Frances Withers Baker as a witness to the will of John Bowen in 1811, 


From Salley’s Marriag Ss: 








2. Ann Elizabeth Withers 
Born about 1780 at Pema rons South carolina 
Died 
Married a A. oo. on Ses coy Sod at eee et 














: smith, to Miss ann Eliza Withers, daughter of Captain John 


ple. 


Withers, July 28, 1807. 


We have not been able to obtain data on children of hie” 
The only other entry we find to date concerns the signing with 


her sister Frances Withers Beker as a witness to the will of John Bowen 


ee 1811, 


3. 


Rebecca Withers in 
Born about 1782 at Charlestown, gouth econ: pe 
Died 


Married John Bowen on August 2, 1804 in Laurens County, South 


ae 


Carolina. 
From Marriage Notices in Charleston Courier, page 13 as ‘edit- 


ed by Salley: Married on the 2nd inst. in Laurens County, by 


the Reverend Doctor Kennedy. John Bowen, Esquire of Goose 
Creek, Planter, to Miss Rebecca Withers,daughter of John 


Withers »ESquire, of Laurens County. Printed August 29, 1804. 


We have been able to obtain data on os one child by this 


John. Withers Bowen 
Born in 1805 at Goose Creek, 
Rebecca Withers.later married James F. eonnedy in 1812, 


At this point we must digress from the Withers line to add a 


brief but important branch which has now entered the Withers line in 
this marriage just related and the one which follows in the marriage 
of Captain John Withers only son, eae to Mary Hop neon Bowen, a 
sister to the above John Bowen, — ee 


oe 


John Bowen, Planter, ‘Charlestown, South Carolina | 
- Born 
Died. Ne a 
Married Mary Paar Spin, ‘Mowenben 28, 1764 per license by Rev. 
Born . . Robert Smith, Rector. Register of &t, 
Died | ea Philips Parish, sel page a 
1, Ann Bowen 
Born. a— pe ? he 
Died October 14, 2765... ay Philips Parish, Salley. Pape core 
2. Daniel Bowen 
 Baptised ces Buy Phis -ips Parish, - Salley, Page 63. 
Died, 
3.° J0hn Bowen, or. , 





“, Goose cree! i, Charlestowm, S. C,. = 







Born November EOS; 

Died in Dex per | January a 

lees ed sa : 
990. ab Hirth. ro) en Her 

at COGES Creek, es S. C.. 





‘BO: oe y eiban a Goose creek, Charl ceton Dee = 
+Died Feb: UAry 6, 1272, A : t ‘kansas, Buried at 
Prairie Chapel Cemetery. a 
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Married John Withers, Jr., June 5, 1804 
+Borm April 21, 1784 at Charleston, South Carolina 
+Died October 13, 1860 in Ashley County, Arkansas. 
Buried at Pririe Chapel. 
(Their children listed below in continuation of the 
Withers line.) 
Married 2. Rebecca Withers on August 2, 1804. 
Born about 1782 at Charleston, South Carolina, 
Died 
b, John Withers Bowen 
Born about 1805 at Goose Creek in South Carolina. . 
ea 
Married 2. James F, Kennedy about 1812. 


From Probate Court, Charleston, South Carolina, 1807-1818, John 
Bowen conveyed 70 acres of Jand to John Withers Bowen im isi... This 
was on the Charleston Neck, Jonmn Withers Bowen then being a mimor, . in 
1828, in 1849 and again in 1861 it was sold, finaily to Ediste Phos-. 
hate Company. 





The Historical and Genealogical Magazine of South Caro.s han 
Volume 19, says there is an old femily cemetery on this above tract, 
but does not say which family is buried here, but from the record it 
should be that of the Bowen fanily. 

Abstract of the South Carolina Historical Commission located at 
Columbia, South Carolina relates: Stub entry of original pay check 
for provisions supplied to the State Commissary, 23rd September, 1783, 
by John Bowen, ‘This list of supplies includes rice, which proves that 
this John Bowen was fron the low country around Charleston and would 
make members of this family eligible on another line to become members 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution, In addition to the Jonn 
Bowen related on page 15 enlisted as a Private who without doubt is 
the same as the above. 


In the wiil of John Bowen, the father mentions Mary Bowen Wite 
and John Withers Bowen, her young brother, born in 1805, wno was a 
6 when his father died, No other children are mentioned in his wii, 
A silver plate on the coffin of John Bowen reads: Age 434 years of 
age when he died. 

As mentioned above, Ann E, Smith and Frances Baker witnessed tie | 
will of John Bowen, George A; Z, Smith was named as Executor of his ) 
estate, 


The 1800 St. James-Goose Creek Parish of Charleston, South Caro~ 
lina for John Bowen reads as fcliows: White males under 10, 13 White 
males 16-26, 13 White males 25-45 inoluding head of family, 13 Whive 
females 10-16, 13; White females 26-45, 13; White females 45 and up, 1. 

The 1810 St. Philip's Parish within the City of Charleston, South : 


Carolina for Tok Rowen veada aa falloteas Waits Bales WAA8 (a Wake 
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Soin Withers, Gunior 
4, John Withers, Jr. 
+Born April 21, 1784 at Charlestown, South Carolina 
+Died October 13, 1860 in Ashley County, Arkansas, Buried in 
Prairie Chapel Cemetery. 
Married Mary Robinson Bowen on June 5, 1804. 
+Bom July 8, 1790 at Goose Creek. 
“+Died February 6, 1872 in Ashley County, Arkensas. 
Buried in Prairie Chapel Cemetery. 
From Marriage Notices in Charleston Courier, page 12, by salley: 
Married on the 5th instant, by the Reverend John Thompson in St. 
Philip”s Parish, Mr. John Withers, Jr., to iliss Mary Bowen, only 
daughter of John Bowen, Esquire of Goose Creek, Planter. Printed on 
Thursday, June 7, 1804, 


Thus, from this notice and the above genealogy of John Bowen the 
two younger Withers children, Rebecca and John, married brother and 
Sisters in the Bowen family, Mary Robinson and John, less than two 
months apart. 


As this genealogy concerns those who are linear descendents of 
John Withers, Jr., and his wife, Mary Robinson Bowen Withers, we will 
carry their generations as far forward as information has become avail- 
able to the compilers. 


But first there must be made here a few general statements about 
this family. A sort of summing up. With the passing of over two 
centuries it is difficult to sort out family relationships, even the 
exact locations of where the family lived. 


It is apparent, however, that the family owned lend around Charles- 
ton and in the area around Georgetown, sone 60 miles to the north on 
the coast. It is apparent that John and Richard Withers moved invo 
that area, Wilkian owned land there but held the . sicestral homeplace 
of "Mt, Pleasant® and even though his son John, the war veteran of 
which much is known owned land there also, he retained his home around 
Charlestown, 


There are two enigmas which perhaps wili never be answered. Soon 
after his marriage why did John Withers, Junior leave Charleston for 
Columbia, South Carolina? 


It is true Columbia had just become the capitol in 1786, and to 
that city John withers, Jr., moved in 1811. As the only son of an i1-. 
lustrious and wealthy father it would seem ill-advised for him to for- 
sake the land which his father owned and which most certainly would 
pass to him on his father’s demise, to become a store-tender in a new 
and uncertain city in central South Carolina. This is the first of 
our enigmas., Later he moved to Lee’s Ferry between Columbia and Augusta, 


The following is from a dedication to a book published in 1889, 
"Behold the Lamb Of God* by a son of John Withers, Jr., his youngest, 
H, R. Withers, D. C. We will write much of H. R.. Withers in Later 
pages of this history, but for the moment he tells us in prose better 
than most of his parents early life in South Carolina, 


ras 





"This book is lovingly dedicated to the memory of ny sainted 
father and mother, Reverend John Withers, Jr., and Mary Bowen 
Withers, who were born and brought up in the city of Charles- 
town, 
Trained from infancy in the ritualistic faith of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, they maintained a beautiful exterior 
of the gospel till a Methodist preacher whom they heard for the 
purpose of ridiculing, thrust a divine lance into their hearts, 
They became Methodists, They erected an altar of prayer 
in the family of twelve children, There is no incident of 
memory I cherish so highly as those venerable forms in song and 
prayer before the family altar. I seem to hear it now, and see 
them bowed in the midst of a group of loving obedient children. j 
Their songs have ceased now, Their prayers are hushed. 
Long years ago, while this writer was absent trying to 
. preach, their lights burned low to the flickering taper, and : 
gently went out in the shade of death in old and honored age, 
In southern, Arkansas, under modest shafts of marble,side 
by side, they sieep. Many children and grandchildren nestle 
in their arms in the shaded plot. It is a silent spot, a 
family grave-yard, 
Tall pines stand sentry on the out-skirts of the little 
garden, They sing a low, sad strain that harmonizes with the 
joyful sorrows I feel when standing or praying anong these 
tombs, They sleep now and rest from their labors but their 
works do follow then, 
Next to Jesus I am most indebted to my parents for ny ‘ 
soul’s peace--which I now enjoy in the holy baptism of the new 
and ever living covenant.” 


As noted above, the John Withers couple had moved to Columbia, 
South Carolina where he became a merchant. Bishop Francis Asbury, 
"The Father-of American Methodism” in a diary, 1785-1816, reveals his 
prodigious preaching to the irregilious, the scornful, the indifferent 
and an increasing number of faithful followers, It is not without 
reason to believe that it was Francis Asbury who led John Withers and 
his wife into the Methodist church, 


John Withers, Jr., was ordained as a ninister in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Sowth., The editor of this history has had the early 
roster of the South Carolina Conference checked for charges held by 
Reverend John Withers, Jr., but Mr. Herbert Eueks, Jr., Curator of the 
Conference’s Historical Society located at Wofford College Library in 
Spartanburg reports that he is unabie to locate any charges held by 
Reverend Withers, Had Clark Circuit in Monroe County, Ala. about 1840, 

_ But through a long life, he served in South Carolina, Florida, 

Alabama and Arkansas as a local Methodist minister, perhaps not hold- . 
ing a license of the Methodist church but valuable, non-the-less to 
communities in which he lived and served, 

... It must be noted that two of his sons (another studied for the 
“Ministry but did not follow it), three grandsons and two great-grand- 

sons have become ministers of the Gospel in the Methodist Church, 





The family lived. at Columbia from about 1811 until about 1895 to 
nove to Chipley in Washington County, Florida. Then about 1839 part 
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of the family, Julia Ann Withers, with her husband, John Cook Downy, 
Sr., and Richard Francis Withrs, moved to Monroe County, Alabama to 
remain until the fall of 1847 when the family was again reunited to 
nove together to south Arkansas, 


In 1848 Reverend John Withers, Jr., moved to Drew County, to 
settle on what is now the Peter Downey place, between Prairie Chapel 
Methodist Church (in a sad state of repair) and the Withers cemetery, 
now called Prairie Chapel cemetery on the Saline river at Longview, 
This area is illustrated on a map on page 4, celled Old Pine-tucky farn. 


Ashley county was created by Act of November 30, 1848 fron a 
part of Drew county and was named for Chester Ashley, United States 
Senator from Arkansas, whose death had occured in April just before 
the new county was estabiished. 


County and circuit court were held at the house of Isaac Denson 
near Fountain Hill in the northern part of the county until i849. A 
new site was selected nearer the center of the county and the town of 
Hamburg was formed, 


The area around Longview is on the narrow border of Drew and 
Ashley county, It is difficult to tell where the one ends and the 
other begins, The French first settled at Longview, on a tiny trace 
between Arkansas Post and Monroe, down in Louisiana, The Fogles and 
the Juleets claim to have settled there about 1768. 


In 1846, Captain Phillip Derden came from Virginia and located 
at Longview, brought in a supply of mercantile goods, bought furs and 
hides from the hunters and trappers and furnished general store goods 
for the few pioneer settlers. He erected a log warehouse on the bank 
of the Saline with a log cabin nearby, 


In the early fifties, Captain Derden married a lady from Port: and 
and erected a fine store with living quarters upstairs and a big ware- 
house again on the banks of the Saline, 


Longview is now an old deserted place~-a memorial marked recently 
place by the Daughters of the American Revolution is the only mark of 
what was once its departed glory. The ferry is now gone, replaced by 
a new bridge, 


This then is the second enigma, Why did he again move his fanily 
these final two times? From a bustling new city, Columbia, South Car- 
Olina, newly name the State capitol he went into the wiids of west 
Florida, then into Alabama, through Mississippi and finasily into the 
Swampy bottoms of the Saline river in south arkansas where the only 
dependable transportation was by keel boat and later steam boats and 
the only livelihood, cotton, on uncleared land on which to plant and 
that subject to much flooding. We perhaps shall never know the answer 
to this riddle that compelied him to seek the far horizon. 


The 1790 Census, Prince George Parish, Georgetown District reads: 
John Withers, Jr. 1 male, 1 female, 22 slaves. 


The 1800 Census, All Saints Parish, Waccamaw District reads: 
John Withsss,1 maie between 25-453 1 female between 10-15; 1 female 
between 15-25 and 1 female between 25-45. 41 slaves. 





The 1820, Lexington county, South Carolina census reeds: 
John Withers, Jr., 2 nales under i0; 1 male 26-45; 3 females under 19: 
4 female 20-163 1 female 26-453 5 persons of family engaged in agris 
culture and 14 slaves. 


The 1850 census, Drew County, Arkansas (the first to list names 
of all persons residing in each residence) is as follows: 
Jonn Withers, 66, born in Soubh Carolina; Mary B., 60, born in South 
Carolina, Eliza C., 25, born in South Carolina;. Francis B., 20, born 
in Florida and Harleston R., 16, born in Florida, Veascy Townsaip. 


The 1860 census,Drew County, Arkansas reads: John Withers, 77, 
Farmer, Born in South Carolina; Mary B., 70, born in South Carolina; 
Eliza, 45, born in South Carolina, Samuel D. Doyle, 42, born in Souch 
Caro ina: Oscar Doyle, 22, Engineer, born in Florida, The latter is 
a grandson of the oid couple by daughter Sarah Capers Withers. The 
other, Samuel D. Doyle is perhaps his fathers brother. 


The 1870 census, Drew County, Arkansas, reads: Mary 3. Withers, 
85, born in South Carolina. Eliza Withers, 13, porn in Arkansas and 
Phillip Withers, 11, born in Arkansas, We are able to identify the 
two children, both grandchildren, as being children of Richard and 
Dora Lanbert Withsrs, Perhaps they were on a visit for their parents 
still lived as will be recorded below. At any rate, the census taker 
counted them here and also at the parents hone. 


Soha Withers, Cr, 
John Withers, Jr., Planter of Charlestown, Georgtown,South Caro- 
lina, Merchant at Columbia, South Carolina, 
Local Methodist minister and farmer in Ashley 
and Drew county, Arkansas, 
+Born April 21, 1784 at Charlestown, South Carolina 
+Died Cctober 13, 1860 at age seventy-eignt in Drew County, Ark. 
Buried in Prairie Chapei Cemetery. 
Married Mary Robinson Bowen on June 5, 1804 at St, Philip’s in 
Charlestown, Soutn Carolina, 
+Born July 8, 1790 at Goose Creek, South Carolina 
+Died February 26, 1672 at age 82 in Drew County, Arkansas, - 
Buried in Prairie Chapel Cemetery. 











The following is copied from an original printed cepy owned by 
Mrs, Evora Downey Bird of Monticello, Arkansas: 

“Another father of Israel's tribe has bid farewell to the shores 
of time and crossed the Jordon, to inherit the glories of a promised 
Canaan, 

The Rev. John Withers died on the 28th of October, 1860 in the 78 

th year of his age; he was born in South Carolina in 1782. In 1802 
he was married to Mary Bowen of Charleston and after a short time they 
moved to Columbia, where they both professed religion and joined the 
M. E. Church, Not long after, Father Withers felt divinely impressed 


to the gospel work. 


He was accordingly licensed to preach by Brother Owen, and served 
the church as a local preacher; was ordained deacon and elder by Bishop 
Soule. His house was the home of all itinerant preachers. ~ 

He removed from Columbia to the Lee's Ferry Crossroads, on the 
halfway ground between Columbia and Augusta, Georgia, where he did 
great and good in preaching and administering the Sacraments of the 
Church. There are numbers yet alive in Lexington District who hold 
Father Withers in lasting rememberance. In 1834 he migrated to Holmes 
Valley, Florida, where he was called upon to do service with carnal, 
as well as spiritual weapons, 

Several times white there he led a small volunteer company in the 
forest to defend his country from the atrocious outrages of the Indian, 
Where nothing but devastation was seen and felt and from thence he 
moved to Quincy, Gadsen county and embarked in the business of keeping 
public house, and in a great measure destroyed his usefulness to the 
church by not preaching as often as he had done before. 

The hand of God seemed to be against him for he there lost nearly 
all his property. In 1840 he emigrated to South Alabama and was en- 
ployed by the presiding elder to take charge of the Clark Circuit and 
for years, while in that section of the world, he was called on to fill 
vacancies in the church. The rememberance of this veteran of Christ's 
Cross, in the minds of thousands, will be as durable as memory itself. 
For as he was instrumental, under God’s directions, in bringing many 
souls to the light of Christianity. 

In 1848 he removed to Drew County, Arkansas where he was again en- 
ployed by the presiding elder to fill vacancies in the church, Where 
ever this servant of God would go, Abraham life, he would first erect 
an Alter to God, morning and evening he would gather his household 
around and offer sacrifices to God for the many favors bestowed on 
them all. 

His exemplary life and godly admonitions enabled him and his pious 
wife to raise their children pious--strictly for heaven, 

After many sore conflicts this faithful servant of God folded his 
arms, calmly resigned to death with the consciousness that he had done 
all that was in his power to train his own family for eternity, and 
preach the gospel to others. He enjoyed the satisfaction to know that 
all his children, but one, were members of the same church with him- 
self, in which God had so often blessed his waiting soul . Two of his 
sons, and one grandson are preachers of the same gospel that he labor- 
ed so faithfully to herald. In all his journeyings through life, it 
seemed as if he was directed by the spirit of God, for father and 
mother Withers were truely workers in the vineyard of Christ,s kingdom 
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on earth, He kept up his appointments for preaching until a short time 
before his decease, and truely did he feel, in his expiring moments, 
that it is not the whole of life to live, nor all of death to died.And 
when interrogated as to his feelings or fears of dissolving nature, he 
spoke as David of old, that he feared no danger, for the Lord was his 
beeper, 

Long and peacefully together @id he and his wife live on the earth . 
They blessed their children and grandchildren, and father Withers in 
administering the ordinances of the church, performed the Sacrament of 
Baptism on his great grandchildren. His aged wife is left lingering 
on the shores of time, still to battle with the cares and responsibil - 
ities of life; but the wrinkled brow, the furrowed cheek and faltering 
step, alasi, speak to us that she too must soon bid us all farewell. 

If it were possible, we should pray for such, we would wish her: 
to remain with us until time should cease with us all. She is 
anxiously awaiting the kind release from earth, to join her husband, 
children, and grandchildren, with angels and Christ in the Kingdom of 
God above, May the fostering grace of God keep the remaining part of 
the family secure from sin on earth, and save them all in heaven. 

SNS ae 


THEIR CHILDREN: 


1. Francis Withers 
Born about 1806 in Charleston, South Carolina. 
Died about 1811 at age 5 in Charleston, South Carolina. 


2. Mary Robinson Withers 
Born October 19, 1807 at Charleston,South Carolina. 
Died October 9, 1896 at age 89. Buried at Dallas, near Mena, Ark. 
Married Frank Bond, a Hamburg merchant. 
Born 
Died 
(Disappeared, left no record) 
a. F, Frank Bond, Methodist minister. 


Born 

Died »-Died of overdose of morphine. 
Married a Miss Callaway who was left a widow at age 25, 
Born 

Died 


b. Martha Matilda Bond 
Born about 1830 in South Carolina 
Died while her children were in childhood between 1860-1870. 
Married Doctor Buckner D, Christmas about 1849, 
Born in 1850 in Ashley County, Arkansas. 
Died in 1859 at age 43 in Ashley County, Arkansas, 
1. Buckner Franklin Christmas 
Born in 1850 in Ashley County, Arkansas . 
Died : : 
Married Emma 





Robert Christmas, California 
Born 


James Christmas 
Bor 


John Christmas, Dallas, Texas 
Born 


Fred Christmas 
Born 


Married Effie Stanley 

Born August 1, 1889 

1, John Henderson Christmas 
Born 


Married Mabrey Courtney 
Born 


2. Emma Christmas 
Born 
Died in her youth, 


3S, Elva christmas 
Born 
Died in her youth, 


4, Buskner Fred Christmas 
Born 
Died in his youth, 


Effie Staniey married 2. Monroe Ware, 


5. Clark Ware 
Born October 21, 1910 


Jewell Christmas 
Bo ow 


Married.1.. Erfie: Taylor 
2. ee Vinge 


Mary Elizabeth Christmas 

Born in 1852 in Ashley County, Arkansas, 
Died in 1890 at age 38. 
‘Married Louis Armstrong Lowry 

Born in 1651 

Died in 1939 at age 8l. 


1, 


Martha Matilda. Lowry: 
Borm November 14, 1875 
Died December 29, 1959 at age 84, 
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Married Elmer Ely Denson 
Born February 5, 1677 
Died Resember 24, 1965. Buzied in Zion Cemetery. 
a. Frank Denson, Fountain Hill, Arkansas 
Born October 16, 1993 


Married Zeonobia K. Crisp 
Born September 22, 1908 


1. Frank Elmer Denson, Jr. 
Born November 12, 1928 


merriéd 1. Helen Hipp 
Born 


a. Scott Denson 
Born 


married 2. Mary Ann Wilburn 
rn 


2.. John Crisp Denson 
Born October: 30,; 19390 


Married Vivian Englund 
Born 


No children 


3. Eleanor Rose Denson 
Born March 15, 1932 


Married Stovall Farmer 
Born 


a. Vickie Lynn Farmer 
Born October 19, 1953 


b. sandra Farmer 
Born Mayo ta, 1955 


4. Cora Sve Yenson 
Born April 9, 1939 


Married Kenneth Bays 
Born 


a. Steven Wayne Bays 
Born October: 7 |. 19538 


bo bea Bays 
Born March 16, 1961 
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ce. Ginger Bays 
Born Cetober 24, 1962 


5=  Noancy Mary. Denson 
Born October 24, 1940 


Married James E. Wood 
Born 


a, Je@firey Wood 
Born December 10, 1960 


b. Cathy Wood 
Born August 3, 1962 


Luther Lowry Denson 
Boren Apri 53) 907 


Married 1. Madell Knight (Divorced) 
Born 


No children 


Married 2. Callie Jeffries 
Born 


1. Martha Denson 
Sorn 


ae 

3 

Mary Evelyn Denscn 

Born Oetober3,° L913 

Mr. Mr. Deniston 

No children. 

Triplet sons born dead, unnamed. 


First child born on October 31. Second and 
third child born on November 1. 


Mary Lowry 

Born September 4, 1874 

Died May 22, 1934 at age 60. 
Married John O. Bolin 

Born Agust 27, 1874 

ied January 29, 1946 at age 72. 








ora 


"Married Tda 
a 


ee Bolin 
Born 


Married Jim Matthews 
Born OER 


oes 
Born in 1877. 
Died in 1882 — at age 2 


‘ 


- Virgi is, Lowry ee 
Born July 31, 53879. . 
1904 at age 255 





ee Bolin 
orn duly 15, 190! 
ied Octobe reads. 1937 at ae 36. 


sy 


Sylvester Bo in 
Born 


Mason Breeden Lowry 
Bort Gn heees 

Died in 1942 at age 60. 
Married Fannie “mos 
Hor iy Tess eas 
Died in 1956 at oe 78. 


‘a. Floyd Lowry 
: Born : 


Maer ied 
Born 


oy Pauline fowry. 
BIOksal 


ae 


Mabel Lowry 
Born in’ LoL 0 BA 
Died in 1936 at age 26 


Louis Lowry oe 
Born March 12, 1913 Sa 
Died July ll, 1913 at age : months. 


Sally Lowry 
Born in 1886 
fied in 1687 








7, James Edward Lowry 
Born in: 1635 
Died in 1944 at age 59 


Married Cora Wesson 
Born in 1887 
Died in 1962 at age 75. 


a. Clyde Lowry 
Born March , 1905 


Married 
Born 


1. Clyde Lowry, Jr. 
Born 


Married Regneier 
Born 


2. Lewis Lowry 
Born 


b. Verlin Lowry 
Born 


Se Emma Lowry 
Bern and died in 1890 at birth. 
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ing brief eulogy of RB 


3. Fo Oo. Christmas ee 
Born in 1854 in Ashley County, Arkansas 
Died ~ see ae cae Rar 


4, James Yancey Christmas, Methodist Minist 
Born in 1856 in Ashley Vounty, art SASAas 
Died September 11, 1904 
Merried) Bia: 


5. Fanny Christmas 
Born in 1859 in Ashley County, arkansas 
Died in 1880 ao ego ek. 


6. Thomas Christmas 
Born 





(Nct listed in 1880 census record listed below. n 

to account for this party as the father Buckner died 
1859. The remaining possibility is that Martha was 
pregnant at his death.) 


The Centennial History of Arkansas Methcdism gives the follow- 
Reverend James Y, ches ste” 
“James Y, Christmas was born in Ashley County, Arkansas, 1856. 
Orphaned in childhood, he was brought up by his maternal grand- 
mother, Mrs, Mary Bond, a Bae Methodist matron, ana trained in 
faith and virture from his intansy, He was brought into the 
Church in his early cn Living in the’country, and just 
after the war (Civil War} nis Basia for education was very 
Slender, However, plodding industriously through the years, he 
made himself a good English scholar and furnished his mind well, 
from general reading, 

He was Licensed to preach in 1881, Admitted to triai in the 
Little Rock Conference in 1883, and appointed oe Collins Missicn, 
His receipts that year were $130.79 with an additional sprropri- 
ation of $50. from the Mission Board, This was his monetary en-~- 
couragement to(persevere. He served at Bartholemew, Social Hitl, 
Sheridan, Stuttgart, Arkansas Post and New Libert and Dallas cir- 
cuits; in 1896 Mena Station, then Hampton, Swan Lake, Stenhens 
and Waldo. 

here his health, precarious for years, utterly broke cow 
and in 1902 he was appointed to Park Avenue, in Hot ee anes in 
the hope that the thermal waters and mountain air would being 
provement, but consumption set in and he was unable to do tHe 
work, ; 

In 1903 he was placed in the superannuate list and lingered 
until September 11, 1904 when he passed away, He was a capital 
preacher, 










~ 









We unfortunately have been unable 
rend Christmas'’s marriage, j 
L680: census list a F. J, 











The 1850 Ashley County Census, Beech Cresk Township read: Mary 
R, Bond, &2, Born in South Carolinas Buckner D. Christmas, Doctor, 34, 
Born in North Carclina, Martha, 20, Born in South Carclina. 

mie 1260 Deex County Census reads: M. R. Bond, 59, Born in 
South Carolina; Martha M. Christmas, 30; born in Sovth Carolina, Buck- 
ner Cauristmas, 1C, born in Arkansas; M. (female), Christmas, 8, born 
in Arkansas; F. C. (female) Christmas, 6, born in Arkansas; James, 4, 
tora in Arkansas; Fenny, 1, born in Arkan“as. 


The 1880 Ashiey County Consus, taken by J. Y. Christmas, Examiner, 
on August 27, 1830 reads as follows (he canvassed his own hone fi recy: 
Mary Bond, 72, born in South Carolina; J. Y. Christmas, 2+, born in 
Arwansas, her grandson James; F. J. Christmas, 21, apparently Jame’s 
wife, born in Axskansas; B. F. Christmas, 29, her grandson, Buckner; 
Imma Christmas, 16, born in Arkansas, the wife of Buckner. 

From these tiny bits of census information, coupled with that of 
the obituary ewlosy above of Reverend James Y. Christmas we can piece 
together together the above concerning the family of Mary Robinson 
Withers Bond, 


We can with some certainty assume there were no other children 
for the 1850 census lists Martha, Aigo the 1860 census iists no 
others for Martha and Doctor Buckner Christmas as he died in the period 
1850-1860 and the 1860 census lists no new tnfanis, 


It is recorded that Mrs. Mary Withers Bond organized the first 
Methodist Sunday School in Ashley county. The compiiers had been un- 
ablet> explain the presence of liary Robinson Withers Bond in Mena, 
Arkansas at the time of her death about 1897. Julia Withers Downey 
menticns in 1904 that she died there in her short memoir. 


Here then, in one of those interesting twists of history, is the 
answer, Mary Bobinson Withers Bond, as noted throughcut the census 
records available, made her home first with her daughter, Martha, and 
then with her graudson James Y, Christmas throughout her life. She 
head been making her home with Rev. Christnas at his station, 1896-1297, 
et Mena. Tnere she died, Had we not found the eulogy of Rev. Christ-. 
mas the mystery. would have remained unsolved. 


3. Rebecca Withers 
Born in 181i atQucleston, South Carolina, 
Died about 1825 at age 5 in Charleston, South Carolina, 


6 


4. Richard Francis Withers, Planter, local Methodist Minister. 
+Born September 22, 1812 CLUMbs & BG Polina. «. 
4+Died September 10, 1567 is County, Arkansas. Burtec 





Cometery. 
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Married Dora Ann Lambert 
BOPn. in 1623. = 
Lied prior to 1880 census, Grave not found at Prairie Chapel. 


a. 


C. 


John Withers 

Born in 1841 in Monroe County, Alabama, 

Died perhaps during Civil War as participant. Burial place 
not known, 


Richard Withers 

Born in 1843 in Monroe County, Alabama. 

Died perhaps during Civil war as participant, Burial place 
not known , but severely wounded Chickameuga, Ga. on 


Francis Withers Ce 
Born in 1847 in Monroe County, Alabama 
Died . Grave not found, 


Orelia Withers (sometimes spelled Aurelia) 
Horn in 1853. in Ashley County, Arkansas 
Died &fter 1931, » Grave not found. 
Married a Mr. Mare, No children. 


Amelia Withers 
Born in 1854 in ashley County, Arkansas 
Died - Grave not found, 


Dora Ann Withers 
Born in 1855 in Ashley County, Arkansas 
Died . Grave not found, 


Eliza Withers 
Born in 1856 in Ashley County, Arkansas 
Died Grave not found. 


Married Jacob D. Whitesides, Methodist Minister. 

Born January 20, 1847 in Hempstead County, irkansas a son of 
Rev. Jacob Whiteside. 

Died November 7, 1904. 


1. Nettie Whiteside 
Born 


Married Rev. Walker, Methodist Minister 
Born 


2. Fletcher Whiteside, -harmacist, North Little Rock, irk. 
Born January 18, 1889 at Lacey, arkansas 


Meer he audrey Rebecea Rice on June 20, 1917 at LittleRock 
Born June 17, 1893 at Pine Bluff a daughter of Samuel and 
Caroline Roberts Rice. 
a. Audrey Elizabeth Whiteside, North Little Rock, Ark. 
Born s.pril 7, 1918 at Little Rock, Arkansas 
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Married Charles Elmer Cave on March 11, 1938 at 
LictlLo Hock 
Born October 31, 1915 at Shreveport, Louisiana a son 
of Thomas M. and 4lda Irene Cline 
Cave. 


1. Diana Cave, Norton, Kansas. 
Born May 18, 1939 at Little Rock, «rkansas 


Married Charles Jefferson Griffith, III on June 
22, 1958 at North Little Rock, ark. 

Born at North Libtleskeek 4&2 son 

of Charles J. and Margaret Bowman 
Griffith, Jr. 


a, Charles Jefferson Griffith, IV. : 
Born august 25, 1959 at Russellville, ark. 


b. Laura Carol Griffith 
Born January 5, 1965 at Texarkana, arkansas. 


2. Thomas Fletcher Cave, Jeweler, Little Sock, ark. 
Born august 31, 1940 at Little Rock, Arkansas 


Married Jo Ann Russell on June 10, 1960 at North 
Little Bock, Arkansas. 

Born March , 1944 at Little Rock a daughter of 
William and Vernice SkidmoreRussell. 


a. Thomas Steven Cave 
Born September 18, 1963 at Ft. Campbell, «enty. 


3. Carol Cave 
Born November 5, 1948 at Little Rock, Arkansas 


3. Bertha whiteside 


Wo Pia p weer 
Born in 1858 in Ashley County, Arkansas 
Died . Grave not found, : 


The 1850 census, Ashley County, in White township reads: Richard 
F, Withers, 37, born in South Carolina; Dory Ann, 27, Born in Alavana 5 
John, 9, born in Alabama; Richard, 7, born in Alabama; Francis, 3, 
born in Alabama, ; 

The 1870 Ashley County census reads: Richard Withers, 57, born 
in South Carolina; Dory ann, 46, born in Alabama; Amelia, a7 yj DOr 
Arkansas; Eliza, 14, born in Arkansas, 

The 1280 Drew County census reads: R. F. Withers, 67, born in 
South Carolina; Dora Ann, 25, born in Arkansas; Eliza, 23, born in 
Arkansas; Eddie Ahrens, 5, born in Arkansas, We are unable to identity 
young Ahrens, 
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From the Centennial History of Arkansas Methodism: 


"Jacob Whiteside died during 1860. He had seen long service, 
had formerly been @ member of the Tennessee Conference. He 
was a charter member of the Arkansas Conference when it was 
organized at Batesville in 1826, had long been a superannuate 
shedding a gracious influence around him, and died in honor 
in Hempstead county, Arkansas leaving behind him a preacher 


s0n who bears his father's name and a member of the Little 
Rock Conference. 
(This is the grand-father of Fletcher Whiteside.) 


Again from the Centennial History of Arkansas Methodism: 


"Jacob D. Whiteside was born in Hempstead County, Arkansas on 
January 20, 1847, He grew up in a religious home with the 
advantages of Christian training, but with very limited oppor- 
tunity for an education. . 

In after life, by application, he gained good knowledge 
of the ordinary branches of an education and was well versed 
in the Bible and in the doctrines and institutions of Method- 
ism. 

He was licensed to preach and admitted on trial into the 
Little Rock Conference in 1847 (an apparent error for this is 
ths year of his birth) but by some oversight his apoointment 

ces not apocer in the minutes. 

His appointments were Dallas, Mt. Ida, Little River,Moro, 
Cave Mission, Atlanta, Lacey, Chapel Hill, Emmett, Lehi, To- 
iledo, Genoa, Cove, Dallas, Center Point, Amity, Clark and 
finally Social Hill. 

Here ended his itinerant work of 30 years. He fell a- 
Sleep on November 7, 1904. 

(This is the father of Fletcher Whiteside above.) 


The only Mare family which we have been able to locate is the 
following as they appear in the 1860 Drew county census. We Jo not 
know which one of the sons of this family, if any, married Orelia 
Withers, 

Morris Mare, 46, Farmer, born in North Carolina. Mary J. Mare, 
£7, born in Alabama,; John L. Mare, 24, laborer, born in North Caro- 
Piniay James Ps, 21, born im Tennessee; .Caroline, 14, born in Miss.; 
William M., 12, born in Miss.; Frank J , 8, born in Miss; Elizabeth, 
oy Porn de Miseissi pet ; , 


The 1880 Census of Drew county reads: Sterling G. Twitty, 60; 
B Alabama W, Twitty, 39; Ida Belle Twitty, 135 irene: Twitty, 10: 
Richmond 8; Aperton Twitty (Male) 6, (born about 1874); Clarence l. 

We can assume that Aperton is the Twitty who married Annie 
Roberts for the age range is correct. 


Julia Withers Downey in her recollections reports that two of. 
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aichard Withers sons entered the Confederate Army and were killed in 
action, Only the elder two sons, John, age 21 in 1862 and Richard, 
age 19, could have gore to war as Francis was only age 174 at wars end 
in 1865, In this rewisteration, then, we List Joun and Richard as 
being killed, Richard Withers was very bitter over losing his two sons 
as he had prayed so earnestly for their safe return. 


5. Eliza Collingworth Withers 
Born in 1815 at Columbia, South Carolina. 
Died about 1680 at age 65 in Drew County, Arkansas. Grave not 
found, 
Never married. Reputed to have smoked pipe. Was very vivacious, 
a noted poet but none of her work has survived. 


6.Julia Anna Withers 

+Born June 22, 1617 at Columbia, South Carolina 

+Died October 20, 1904 at Monticello, Arkansas at the home of a 
sen, JohnCock Downey, Jr. Buried in Prairie » 
Chapel Cemetery. 

Married John Cook Downey, Sr., on May 1, 1835 in Gadsen Sounty , 
Torida, He was a farmer, 

+Born December 7, 1807 near Southport, North Carolina, A son of 

Thomas Downey. 
+Died August 8, 1860 at age 62 in Ashley County, Arkansas from 
peing accidently wounced from 4 shot gun 

discharge as:he and a brother-in-law handed 
the gun from horse-back rider to the party 
on the ground. Ss 


a. Mary Ann Virginia Downey 
+Born February 10, 1837 at Quincy, Gadsen County, Florida. 
+Died in 1928 at age 91. Buried in Lacey Cemetery. 
Married John M. Roberts 
+Born in 1841, 
+Died in 1919 at age 78. Buried in Lacey Cemetery. 


1, .Ada Roberts 

Born in 1866 : 

Died Married 1, E.K.Haynes, killed by Bob Baker 

2. Richard Cotham, No chiidren, 

2. William Waller Roberts 
+Born February 17, 1868 at Hamburg, Arkansas. 
+Died October 8, 1945, Buried in Oakland Cemetery,Monti- 

: cello, Arkansas. 
Married Florence Irene Petty, daughter of Dr. E.D. andy ery 
+Born July 24, 1573 at Tyro, Arkansas, Smith Petty. 
+Died June 12, 1958. Buried in Oakland, Monticello, vied ae 


a. Ida Roberts, Pharmacist, Monticello, Arkansas 
+Born January 30, 1896 at Montice1Lio, Arkansas 
4+DiedJuly 12, 1960. Buried in Oazland, Monticello, Ark. 








Married Earl L. Stewart on December 12, 1922, 

Born June 10, 1893 at Pine Bluff, Avkensas a son of 
Locke Stewart. Their children: 

Infant died. 2. Beveriy Ann married davis Clemmons, 

Maynie Roberts 

+Porn July 9, 1899 at Monticello, Arkansas 

+Died March 15, 1962 at Ft. Worth, Texas. 

Married Neil Lennox on November 15, 1923. 

Born Children: Infant died, Shari 

Died ‘in August, 1963, Jane married Hubert Hudson, 


Julia Roberts, Florist. 
Born September 6, 1903 at Monticello, Arkansas 


Married James Ralph Hunter at Monticello, Arkansas, a 

on veesnber 31, 1923. son of John P. and Irene Boyd 
Hunter, 

+Born July 25, 1901. 

+Died November 1, 1950. Buried at Oakland, Monticello. 

1, “Son, born and died May 15, 1925 

2, Daughter, born and died May 30, 1935. 

3. Billy Raiph Hunter, of Monticello, 

4, Florence married Felton Sharp. 


George Roberts 
Born in 1370 
Died Married Kate McElwer. Olive,Leone, 
Miriam, Hugh, Howard, Benton, Herman, Julia, Nettie. 
Annie Roberts 
+Born August 5, 1876 
+Died November 29, 1903 at age 31. Buried in Lacey 
Cemetery. 
Married E. A. Twitty 
Born about 1874, Son of Sterling G. and Alabama Twitty. 
Died . Grave located but unmarked. 
i. Harold: Twitty 
+ Born February 13, 1897 
+Died June 23, 1954. Buried in Lacey Cemetery. 
Married a Miss Thurmon (Emma Dee) 
a, Louise Twitty 
oh Orn 
Not married. 


2. Allie Twitty 
BOTW CARO UL ayy Oe. 
Died October 20,1934.Grave not located. 
Married William Parks. Daughter: Mary Virginia. 


f, James Bowen Eoberts 


Born August 29, 1879. 
Died January 29, 1961 at age 82. Buried at Lacey 
Cenetery. Grave not locaved. 
Married Emma Thompson 
£, Nettie BRoberts.Widow of Dr. Barr 
Bor Noy. Ww, 1862, Wied. gan, 22) 19077. 
Had two sons. John Woodard and Bowen Collier Roberts, 
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The Drew County 1850 census reads: John C, Downey, 40, born in 
Font a © baa 3 Load 2 3 rt 2 s 2 * | = 
rote Sens 35, born in North Carolina: Virginia, 14, born in 
wabama; Peyvon, 1i, born in Alabama, White township. 


: _ The 166C Ashley County census reads: J. C. Downey, Farner, 
40, born in North Carolina, o.oo e2e vor an South Carolinas; Virginia, 


el GR ee E 


ees born 2 PLOPicas Peyton, 214 pom in Alabama; Robert, 18, born in 
Alabama; Jonn, 14, born in Alabama: Peter, 10, bor tn Arkansas, Reid, 
¢5 worn in Arkansas; and Mary Carter, 6, born in Arkansas, We are une 


eoLe. To wdentiry the Carter infant, 


oo 1870 Aghley County census reads: Julia Downey, 53, born in 
a} & a ~ ion 4 4 k 
DouUm Carolinas Jonn, 235 000m 1a Alabamas. Peter, 205 born in Arkansas. 





The 1880 Ashiey County census reads: John Roberts, 38, Farmer, 
born in Tennessee; Virginia, 43, born in Florida; Ada, 14, bern in 
Arkansas; William, 12, born in Arkansas; George, 10, born in Arkansas $ 
pane, 8, born in APKaNSas Bowen, 10 months old, born in Arkansas; 
Julia Domey, 64, born in South Carolina, 


c, Peyton Francis Downey 
Born January 16, 1239 in Monroe County, Alabana,. 
Died about 1864-1865 in the Civil war at age 25. His burial site 
is unknown, 
Never married. 


dad. Robert Withers Downey 
+Born October 28, 1841 in Monroe County, Alabana, 
+DiecSeptenber 9, 1916 at Crossett Hospital, Crossett, (eis Eb 
Buried at Fountain Hill, Arkansa 
Married Martha Dulcenia Rockett on November 5, 1865 ay we a. 


dence of Richard Rockett, her father, 
at Jonesboro, Alabama by ees Janes 
Grimes, 


+Born January 10, 1843 at Bessemer, Alabama, a daughter of Rich- 
ard Rockett, Jr., and Martha Giffin 
MOCGLUseC 
+Died January 30, 1933 at age 90 at Fountain Hil Arkansas. Fell 


1, Infant Downey. end. Drone Wer ide a "Death occured, 


Born and Died in 1866 at Bessemer, Alabama. 


2, Margaret "Mag zie? Virginia Downey 

4+Born December 26, 1857 at Bessemer, Monroe County, Alabama. 

+Died Maren 12, 1947 at Fountain Hiil, Arkansas, 

Married Marvin A, Phillips on July 25, 1895 at Fountain Hill. 

+Born March 30, 1867 at Fountain Hiil, Arkansas, a son of Dr. 
Matthew Augustin Phisiips, Denist, born 
aie nai 9, 1822 atv Pikesville, Georg- 
ia and who died March 4, 1082 at Foun- 
tain Hill at age 60 and Eliza Virginia 
Phiiilips Cwens Phillips of La Grange, 
Georgia whom he married on December L, 
1857 and was a cousin. She was born 
June 4, 1834 in La Grange anc died 
March 27, 1907 at age 73 at Fountain 





Biik, Arkansas. Buried in Fountain Hiat 
cen tele 


+Died August 7, 13899 at age 32 at Fountain Hill, arkansas of 


as < Chase Ai Poiliips, oF 
Born October 16, 1896 


typhoid fever 
7 LOCuUer. 
et Fountain Hill, Arkansas 


e 


& 
we 

re 
Lv) 


Married Kathryn Mildred Maxwell on July 7, 1925. 
Ean 


Born May. cae 1396 a 


Ly 


mourg, Arkansas, 


Chase A, Phiilics, Jr,,; Geologist 
Born November 3, 1925 at Fountain Hi ~ Arkansas, 
Married Mary Ca arol yn Simpson, Apeid 125 4952-80 Pirsy 

TOGe Clair en, onbure, Arkansas 
Big Arkansas. 


Bom Aneust 3L, 1975 4 


we 


at Fayetteville, Arkansas 


Q. . Julia Diane Phillips 
Born July 4, 1956 at Paramaribo, Surinam, S. A. 


c, Steven Leslie Phillips 
Born February 3, 1965 in Paramaribo, Surinam, S. A. 


Margaret Jane Phillips, School Teacher, Homer,Alaska, 
Born May 26, 1928 at Fountain Hill, Arkansas 


Married Velton Wynn (V.W.) Cason on February 9, 19/19, 
School Teacher, 
Born November 24, 1920 in Ashley county, Arkansas, 


ae.  Veloon Lynn Cason 
Bor February 18, 1952 in Missouri. 


b, Jonathan Wynn Cason 
Born: August 13, 1953 


ec, Samuel Wiley Cason 
Born January 28, 1960 in Homer, Alaska, 


Peter Maxwell Phillips, Jackson, Louisiana. 
Born September 4, 1929 at Fountain Hill, Arkansas 


Married Rosalie Thomas on July 20, 1951. 
Born June 21, 1920 
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a, Krista Kay Phillips 
Born August 16, 1952 


b, Conrad Thomas Phillips 
Horn May 2i, 1957 


G,. Caria Veame Priliips 
Born December 14, 1959 


lips, of Hamburg, Arkansas 
Born November 24, 1932 


Married Gerald Sterling Atkins on October 9, 1955. 
Born Marcn 9, 1925 


a. Gerald Sterling Atkins, Jr., (Ted) 
+Born Juty 26, 1956 
+Died April 30, 1961 at age 44. 


b. Corry Page Atkins 
"Born Maren 11, 1961 


ec, Martha Jane Atkins 
Born June 12, 1963 


Clinton Downey Phillips 

+Born March 15, 1893 at Fountain Hill, Arkansas, 

+Dieddctober 16, 1935 at Fountain Hill at age 37.Buried 
in Fountain Hiil cemetery. 

Married Ruby May Green on June 10, 1923. 

Born January 17, 1901, 


1, Infant daughter, Janie Marie Phillips. 
Born and died June 10, 1924, 


2. Robert Augustin Phillips, School Teacher, Crossett, 
Born May 17, 1925 at Fountain Hill, Arkensas, 


Married Treva Jerrilene Carden on December 26, 1948. 
Born December 19, 1930. 


a. Deborah Lynn Phillips 
Born January 29, 1950. 





Db. “Janice Merte Philiips 
Born January 17, 1951 


G.. Hobert. Carder Priliins 
Born February 14, 1952 


d. Clarissa Jean Phiilivs 
Born January 31, 1954 


Frank Downey Phillips, St. Louis, Missouri 
Born Aprii28, 1927 at Fountain Hill, Arkansas 


Married Helen Agnes Perry on December 26, 1945 
Born Oetover 21, 2927 


a. Frank Downey Phiilips, Jr. 
Born April 10, 1948 


b. Donna Terresa Phiilips 
Born January 13, 1952 


e, v ignde shee Poi hii pe 
Born sugust 4, 1953 


Charles Lee Phillips, St. Louis, Missouri 
Born March 17, 1929 at Fountain Hiil, Arkansas 


Married Pauline Fontana on October 31, 1955. 
Born 


a, Barbara Lynn Phillips 
Born January 8; 1956 


b.. John: Cheries Phillips 
Born December 28, 1958 


Gy. (DAvVIGrbee* Pups ips 
Born February , 1965 


Mervin Edward Phillips, Hamburg, Arkansas 

Born December 22, 1931 

Married Alma Sharpe Courtney on February 23, 1956 
Bom fori, i1o 


> 

Loy 

“ady 
ate 


No children, 
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6, Marguerite May Phillips, Hazen, Arkansas 
Born February 25,. 1933 


Married Noel Jack Johnston on September 8, 1949, 

Born Cotober 6, 1929 

a, Philip Jackson ee 
Born Suly ZL 


bg shar ‘le 
iblotrard 


c, Christopher Dean Jchnston 
Borm May 14, 1959 


ad. Stacy Mecheile Johnston 
Born August 18, 1963 


7. Clinton Jack Phillips 
Born February 18, 1936 


Married Ruby Morman on September 26, 1955 
Born November 27, 1936 


a, Diana Lynn Phillips 
Born October 19, 1960 


Charles Richard L, Phillips (Little Charlie Dick) 
+Born Jaruary 6, 1900 
+Died September ik 1900 age 9 months. 


John Rockett Downey 
+Born October 2, 1369 in Jefferson Count . Alabana,Bessener, 
+November 20, 1943 at Fountain Hill, Arkansas at axe 74. 

~ Buried at Hamburg ae ery. Stroke, 
Married 1, Kate G. Zachery on December 27, 1894. 
+Born August 26, 1671 
+Died Juiy 21, 1903 at age 32. Buried at Hamburg Cemetery, 


a, Jewerl Downey (son) 
+Bormn June 27, 1991. 
+Died August 18, 1902 at age 1. Buried in Hamburg 
Cemetery. 





oh 


Bessie Beatrice Downey, Smackover, Arkansas 
Born Pebsuary 20, 1896 


Marzied Henry E. Berry on October 2, 1924 
porn March 1, 2893 


4Died August 25, 1965 at age 72 at Smackover, Arkansas, 


to fonn: Berry | Worka: War if. 
Born December 7, 1925 


Married Karlene Williams 
Bom July 16, 19 

eC HOLLy won Berry 
Born Avgust 9, 1954 
Dues Ger. wetrrey 5 
Born May 12, 1 


¢, Henry Edea 
B Soe 


2o eave Pb emny, 
Born April 28, 1928 


Married Dub Austin (William R., Jr.) 
Born November 25, 19 


a. WR, Austin, IFT, 
Born November 15, 1949 


b. Berry Wayne Austin 
Born August 15, 1950 


Oo. Jerry Lane Austin 
Born September 12, 1952 


John Dewey Downey 

Born May 19, 1299 

Pile emus ee Se 

Married Goldie High on March 11, 1923. 
Bor i963 


Morgaret Downey 
Born May 30, 1924 


Married H, O. Edd Edwards 


ii 
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8 oe 
"Born January 20, t9uy 


ya x 3 


‘Barbara: Sere Edwards 
eas lay 31, te oe 


ee Spooks 
eek eee 1954 


+f 


john Witiien ee 
ote oe 225 APD) 


- Patey Loraine ‘Downey 
Born ees 20, 193 


“Married Sohn Mattox 


. James Dale Mattox 
Born April 2 1958 


0: 


Janet Forth Vee cee ae 
seo November 15, 1g 


. 


Bessy Baa 
ee rn a5 tobe 


* 


We Marvin wolf, ao on June to, 195 
Bora : : Ree 








ni 


a, Gregory Allen Wolf 
Bony July 23, °1955 


b. Marvin Keith Wolf 
Born May 9, 1960 


5. Mary Frances Dewney 
Born November 28, 1940 


Married William Taylor 
Born 


a. Anthony Stephen Taylor 
Born November 9, 1962 


6. John Dewey Downey, Jr. 
Born February 18, 1950 


Married 2, May Bickley on March 9, 1905, the daughter of 


Francis Overton and America Milledge 
MeDowell Bickley. In Movile, Ala. 
+Born May 14, 1879, Union Springs, Alabama. 
*Died Februry 6, 1911, Buried in Hanburg Cemetery. 
Deavtn attributed to tuberculosis, 
d. Robert (Robbie) Francis Downey, Louisiana 
Born August 11, 1906 


Married Hazel Freeman on June 9, 1934 
‘Born October 8, 1912 


1, William Francis Downey 
Born October 13, 1935 


Married Patsy Jo Ann Hammon on August 18, 1961. a 
daugnter of N. F, Hammon. 
Born August 3, 1939 


a. Dwane Kevin Downey 
Born June 1, 1965 


2, Hunice Mae Downey 
Born Pebruary 2, 1937 


Mazried Janes Russell Boyd on January 10, 1959 
Born Novenber 4, 1931 
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Robert Willian Boyd 
Born July 6, 1962 


ponetner Wade Boyd 
Born September 27, 1964 


Infant Dowey . 
Born and died March 20, 1938. 


Juanita Faye Downey 
por August 13, Ls42 


ferried Arunur Jerry Bradley on July 24, 1965 
Born November 25, 19-2 


Ernest Ray Downey (Twin) 
Born oeNee 5, 1946 


Elsie Ruth Downey (Twin) 
Born August 5, 1946 


Hugh Ernest (Bud) Downey, Georgia 
Born March 22, 1903 in Monroe, Louisiana 


Married Rosa Lee Dixon on February +o, 1945. 
Born December 305 1907. 


1, Hugh Lee Downey 
Born March 285 1948 


Married 3. Belle Bickley on September 14, 1911, the sister of 
May BlokLey, his oe wife. 

Born February Lee oa 

Died May ao it at age 60. 








Son 


Bickley Cverton Downey, California 
Born April 4, 1913 


Marricd Jereline Baker Martin about 1947. 
Born June 9, 19 

Svep-~chiidrens: 

1, Joyce Martin 


Born May i8, 1935 


Merried Winford Harrell 
Born 


a, Winford Harrell, Jr. 
Born June 9, 1956 


2. Frank Martin 
Born May 23, 1938 


3, Hazel Fay Martin (Twin) 
Born September 28, 1941 


Married Robert Lynn Marshall on April 16, 1960 
Born 


Qe 
4, Helen Martin 
Born September 28, 1941 (Twin) 


Married Rudy Sahagun 
Born 


a. Jerri Lynn Sahagun 
Born January 5, 1960 


5, John William Downey 
Born May 4, 1948 


James Russell Downey, El Dorado, Arkansas 
Born August 9, 1914 


Married Verneda Howard in August of 1934 
Born May 1, 1914, 
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1, Charles Russell Downey 
Born August 17, 1935 


Married Mary Marron on June 3, 1953. 
Born August 25, 1937 


a.Sveven Russell Downey 
Born March 1, 1954 


b.,Teresa Darlene Downey 
Born September 1, 1955 


2. John Fdsel Downey 
Born July 24, 1937 


Married Ann Frisby on December 23, 1956 
BOM Apr 6, L937 


a.John Edsel Downey, Jr. 
Born Oetober 1451957 


b.Janes Neil Downey 
Born August 13, 1959 


c,Sherri Lynn Downey 
Born September 30, 1961 


3. Martha Virginia Downey, Hamburg, Arkansas 
Born December 15, 1915 


Married John Ozell Stanley on Mareh 17, 1934 
Born: ApeL EGOS toto. 


ae 


James Glen Stanley 
Born December 13, 1934 


Married Edril Varnell Simmons 
Born December 8, 1935 


1, Karen Lynn Stanley 
Born November 7, 1957 


2. Donna Kay Stanley 
Born June 6, i960 





GC. 


e Lynn Bolin 
Tecpeanher 2, 1960 


Betty Lou Stanioy 
Born October ae 1940 © 


Marz nied James tien Sled on jugust oy tg 9. 
Born May 26, 1980 Se 


1. 


Mimberl y Ann 
Born November 


wanes) Allen Sled, Te 
Born August 4, 1962, 


Jonna Darlene Sled 
Born March 1, 1964 








a 


6 ° 


‘i 2 - eayh 
oy dae stants 


Bora oe soCber AG, 


Ween Janes” “ ‘Rankin, 


Born ee ae, a7 25- 


youn Al Jaen Stanley 
Born June 18, 1950 


“Debra Kay Stanley 
Born May 28, 1953 


y 


Ley Beatle Downey, toneare, Arka ansas 
Born Decenber 30, 1947 


Married Clerks Ware on December ae, 
Born October 21, 1910 SMe Bean 


4, 


Carolyn Janice Ware 
Born November 21, 
Died September 3, 
Never married, 
CQiark Mckay Ware 
Born August 8, 1937 Le Gres 
‘Married. yivian Dayis on august: L957 
ae Juiy 10, 1942 
Teresa Gail Ware 
ie Novenber 25, 1958 


Dey Gon etoonee "acenkon Ware 
Born Mey 20. oo * 


\pouelae Dwayne ware 
ao April 14, 1963 


Charles Pagar War 
Born Cetober » 14, “igu. 


“Morried Ella Faye Stahley 
December 2, a ee 








a. Cassandra Joy Ware 
Born November 4, 1961 


b. Sonja Gay Ware 
Born December 8, 1963 


Glenda Annette Ware 
Born September 29, 1943 


Married Ecnest Fox on November 11, 1961 
Born May 20, 1943 


a, Wendy Lorain Fox 
Born March 16, 1963 

James Ronaitd Ware 

Born May 16, 1945 


Married Brenda Gail Stahley 
Born November 14, 1947 


Sharon Dianne Ware 
Born August 24, 1947 


Married Richard Glen Meeks on December 4, 1964 
Born September 15, 1945 


a. Richard Glen Meeks, Jr. 
Born April 2, 1966 


j. Mary Edna Downey, North Little Rock, Arkansas 
Born August 12, 1919 


Married 0. J. Shook on November 15, 1941. Born Jan.24, 


Qe 


bd. 


Mary Ann Shook 1918. 
Born November 15, 1946 


Lela Kay Shook 
‘sbruary 15, 1951 


Le 





A 
te ee 
mH Atigust 3, 1924 


. John Baster Hayden 
Born October 27, 1947 


Married Sandra Sue phillips on August 13, 1966 
Born Woventer 25, 1948 


2, Carolyn Sue Hayden 
Born December i1, 1950 


4, Charles Horace Downey 
+Born April 6, 1671 in Alabama, 
+Died November 15, 1907. Buried in Lacey Cemetery, Drew Covnty. 
Married 1, Claudia Mey McDonald on October 27, 1895 by Rev. &. 


+Born August 3, 187% 


Ane 


G, Roland av Lacey, Arkansas, 


+Died Septenber 11, 1904, Buried at Lacey Cemetery. 
Quita Downey, Jackson, Mississippi 
Born September 14, 1896 


Gus 


29k 


Married James Jasper House on October 25, 1922, 
+Born December 19, 1900 
wDied July 25, 1964 at age 64 in Jackson, Mississippl. 


des 


Janes Horace House, Jackson, Mississippi. 
Born September 26, 1923 | 


Married 1, Catherine Jones on December 5: 1946, Divorced. 
Born Ostcber 7, 1929. 
a. Metanie House 

Born July 26, 1949 


Married 2, Bette Patterson Tucker on March 23, 1952. 
born 


Be Rei coy hele sous 
Born April G, 1954 





